GFWC GREATER WEST PALM BEACH WOMEN’S CLUB
a member of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs

Changing Lives One Project At A Time
March 2017

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE- Suzan
Close and Cathy Hopkins
Cliff Burke, who is a Wildlife Photographer, was
our speaker this month. He had a wonderful
picture show and gave us pointers to what type
of camera to use and good places to go in Palm
Beach County to find wildlife. Some of his more
interesting pictures were right from his back
yard. Try taking a picture in your back yard, you
will be amazed at what you will find if you look
and be pleasantly surprised with your pictures.
The Club would like to thank Gary Green for
lending us the projector for the picture show and
running it for the presentation. We wouldn’t
have such a wonderful show without him. You
can
see
Cliff
Burke’s
pictures
at
www.havecamerawilltravelwiretrikeman.com.
Well, things are really hopping at our club! The
Fashion Show, “Flags, Father, and Fashion”, is
really on its way! The committee is doing a
wonderful job organizing the show. Please
reach out in your community to get donations
and sell your tickets (JeffAnne has more when
you need them).
Remember we are ALL
working together to make it a success.
The Cookie Project fulfilled our goals of
“Changing Lives One Project at a Time”. The
Fire Department and The Sheriff’s Department
both really loved the cookies! This was a way to
thank them and let them know how much they
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are appreciated. Start baking those cookies!
Next delivery is May 2nd.
Check your Calendar for all the upcoming
events. Plan to attend at least one of the Club’s
events this month. You can pick between the
Arts Project, Ladies Day out (Delray Affair),
Earth Day, International Dinner, and many more.
We are excited to be going to the GFWC Florida
122nd Annual Convention and we will give you
an update next month.
In Federation Love,
Suzan and Cathy

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Meg America

Club members attended the "Phantom of the
Opera" play at the Kravis Center. Thanks,Jane
D'Ambrosio, for coordinating tickets and
suggesting we go at the last minute.

MEMBERSHIP - Janie D’Ambrosio and
Fran Green
Ladies Day Out - Seven members enjoyed a
visit to Ann Norton Sculpture Gardens this
morning.
We enjoyed Ann Norton's large
Carolina Brick sculpture's as well as her rabbit
sculptures and other works; works of Sophie
Ryder done by twisting wire; and beautiful
drawings, photos and sculpture's by renowned
artist, Todd McGrain, in memory to extinct birds,
"The Lost Bird Project."

Our next Ladies Day Out will be on Friday,
April 7th. We will attend the Delray Affair as our
Ladies Day Out. For those of you who haven't
attended, it is one of the Southeast USA's
largest
arts
festivals.
Visit
www.delrayaffair.com. Admission is free, but we
normally pay to park, which we split between us.
Parking is a challenge so we usually carpool.
Depending on how many members wish to
attend, we can set up meeting points and drive
together. We should probably meet at around 9
a.m., which will give us time to find parking
before the Affair starts at 10 a.m. The arts are
only surpassed by the wonderful offerings of
foods! Please let us know if you are interested
in coming
Happy Birthday to Karen Leach on April 13 th and
Suzanne Valentage on April 16th.
Happy

Anniversary to Cathy & Bill Hopkins celebrating
on April 14th.
SAVE THE DATE - Our Annual Club Picnic will
be held May 6th at Fran & Gary Greens.

FUNDRAISING St. Patrick’s Day Bunco was held on March 17th,
2017.
It was held at Barbara and Rick
Burdette’s home. We had Irish themed food that
was all delicious. We want to thank Barbara &
Rick Burdette for being such wonderful Hosts for
Bunco. We love coming to your home. We had
10 members, 8 boosters & 6 guests. The profit
from Bunco was $240. The next Bunco will be
held in May with a Mexican theme.

FASHION SHOW

SAVE THE DATE - June 17th Atlantis Country
Club. The fashion show committee is busy
working on all the details to make this annual
event a success, but we need everyone’s help.
JeffAnne has tickets if anyone still needs them.
Please continue to invite friends and neighbors
to this event.
Also, ask for donations for
raffles/auction when visiting restaurants and
other places like nail and hair salons. Please let
Phyllis or Janet know when you receive a
donation so the business name can be put in our
program for recognition.

ARTS - Peggy Breen
Club members donated many needed art
supplies to the teacher at Palm Beach Lakes
High School. Her students carried these in for
us and besides the cart you see, the supplies
filled a table in the class..

Arts chair Peggy Breen held a workshop today
on silk floral arrangements. Pictured below are
several members with their arrangements.

Please let Peggy know if you will be attending.
We will go out to lunch afterwards.
Meeting location:
3808 Cypress Lake Drive, Lake Worth
Cypress Woods Development
Turn North off Lake Worth Road onto Lyons
Turn right. Call box press P BREEN

CONSERVATION - Mary Evelyn
Mitchell and Nancy Wood

Our next craft meeting will be on April 13th at
10:00 a.m. at Peggy’s. We will be making the
table favors for our fashion show. No special
talent is needed, so everyone is encouraged to
come and help.
Thanks to Cathy, Peggy and Liz who are
providing the supplies needed to complete this
project.

The story of the Passenger Pigeon extinction
can remind us that sometimes the natural world
is more fragile than we think. To remember the
Passenger Pigeon, please fold your origami
pigeon to help Fold the Flock. Fold the Flock is
an initiative of The Lost Bird Project. You can
then add your pigeon to the virtual flock by
visiting foldtheflock.org/add. Please bring your
finished project to the April meeting. We would
like to take pictures of the finished projects and
we have a small reward for you also.

EDUCATION - Kathy Stackhouse and
Linda Ferris
Since, this committee chair submitted a GFWC
Literacy Grant Evaluation a month ago, I was
able to submit another application to national
GFWC for a literacy grant on March 26th.

Origami folded to date:

1,363,801
and counting!

We will celebrate Earth Day Friday, April 28th
with a breakfast visit to Okeeheelee Park at 9
a.m. Bring your breakfast and enjoy the park,
the birds, squirrels, and visiting with each other.
Earth Day is a worldwide event celebrated in
more than 193 countries. Various events are
held to demonstrate support for a protected
environment and this is a way for us to join in

Our club’s scholarship winner, Madison
Buckmaster, was chosen due to her high
academic grades, community-service volunteer
activities, and her essay. Her high school record
of activities included Student Government
President, ROTC member, Cheerleading
captain, and National Junior Honor Society. Her
GPA is 4.47 and she ranks 20th of 550 in her
graduating class, and she will attend the
University of Florida this summer. Her essay
captured our attention and also that she has
over 901 documented community service hours.
Kathy read part of her essay at the March
meeting so all members could see why she was
chosen to receive our club’s $1,000 scholarship.
Madison was thrilled when she learned she was
our recipient. Linda contacted Dr. Mary Stratos,
Forest Hill High School Principal, and Kathy will
attend Senior Night on May 23, to present the
club’s scholarship. This will give our club some
publicity since there are several hundred people
who attend. Thanks ladies of the club for raising
this money in 2016 so we can award a
scholarship. We hope to award one each year.
Six volunteers are scheduled to serve
refreshments at the Crestwood Sunshine State
Readers’ assemblies on April 4, 5, and 6. While
there, we hope to collect some used books for
the Book Fairy project and recognize Debbie
Still, a high impact teacher.

HOME LIFE - Suzanne Valentage
Dunk your Kicks! For Pediatric Cancer - I will
be collecting gently used sneakers at every
meeting. The sneakers they are given a new life
and a new home. The money raised from the
sale of the sneakers goes to help fund research
for less toxic treatments for childhood cancers
and helps support low-income and military
families battling the disease.
For more
information, please visit www.dunkyourkicks.org.
Thanks to those who brought items to the March
meeting.
This will be an ongoing project
coordinated by Janet Carlson.
After school snack project - Thank you Mary
Evelyn for doing this project with help from
Nancy Wood. They make about 45 peanut
butter & jelly sandwiches for Aftercare students.
The club members supply peanut butter & jelly
donations. They do the real work of making and
taking the sandwiches once a month throughout
the school year.

Greeting Card Project - We are collecting
greeting card fronts to be sent to St. Jude’s
Ranch for Children.
The greeting project
involves collecting any type of greeting card
front. Children and volunteers at St. Jude’s
Ranch for Children can turn them into recycled
cards that sell at StJudesRanch.org for $17 for a
pack of ten. Send only the card fronts (with
no writing on back) and exclude Hallmark,
Disney, and American Greeting cards. Deb
Durand will collect at our monthly meetings.

programs. They were excited to receive such a
windfall of items!

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH - Liz
Bloeser and Phyllis Gauger
International Dinner - A belated St. Patrick’s
dinner was held at Brogues Downunder in Lake
Worth on March 23rd. Members enjoyed good
food and good company.

April’s International Dinner will take on an
Americana flair at Smokey Bones Bar and Fire
Grill in Wellington at 6 p.m. on Thursday,
April 27. Smokey Bones is located at 10260
Forest Hill Blvd in Wellington, adjacent to the
Wellington Green Mall. Please RSVP to Liz by
Sunday, April 23rd, so we can get an accurate
headcount. Look forward to seeing you all there
and enjoying some great barbeque!

PUBLIC ISSUES - JeffAnne Pike and
Cathy Hopkins
Club members donated gently used suitcases,
totes and duffle bags to Home Safe along with
linens and children items for several of their

Club members donated 45 boxes of powdered
mixes, 12 pounds of individual sized shampoo,
lotion, conditioner, and soap, 20 full sized bars
of soap and 10 boxes of 50 snack sized bags to
Forgotten Soldiers for their “We Care” packages.

We were able to meet Lynelle Zelnar, the
Executive Director, who took us on a tour and
told us lots of soldiers overseas need the
hygiene items, beef jerky, candy and more.
They also need cards made by children.

Club members baked and individually wrapped
cookies to deliver to Fire Station 33 and to the
main branch of the Sheriff’s Department.

Below is a collage of Phyllis trying on the gear
that takes the firemen less than a minute to put
on!

and Chief Michael Gauger. They too, were very
appreciative for taking time to personally thank
them for their service to the community.

The firemen were thrilled to get our token of
appreciation.

Our next cookie delivery date will be May 2nd!

Our next stop:

From Forgotten Soldiers - I bet many of you
never thought of "canine" in the military, but we
just received 4 MWD (military working dog) and
their handlers to our list of registrants....we are
now seeking "treats & toys" for the dogs... Make
it small stuff like treats in small bags, small toys,
and maybe even some dog food in smaller bags
or cans. (If it fits, it ships.) We are going to be
sending each dog an APO box if we get enough
stuff....along with APO boxes for their handlers!
Thank you to all who brought tissues to our
March meeting. They will be delivered this
week.

We delivered the cookies to the Sheriff’s
Department where we met Sheriff Ric Bradshaw

We will be collecting individual packages of
oatmeal and/or grits at our April meeting, to be
used in the “We Care” boxes sent overseas..

Honor Flight - Below is a list of the dates for the
upcoming Honor Flights.

PUBLIC RELATIONS

club honoring British novelist Charles Dickens.
Croly was denied admittance based upon her
gender, and, in response, she formed a club for
women. She chose the name Sorosis, a Greek
word meaning "an aggregation; a sweet flavor of
many fruits."
1890: Jane Croly, founder of Sorosis, extended
an invitation to women's clubs throughout the
United States to attend a ratification convention
in New York City. Sixty-three clubs attended on
April 23-25 and took action to form the General
Federation of Women's Clubs.
1898: GFWC unanimously passed a resolution
against child labor. With the help of clubwoman
Jane Addams (1860-1935), child labor became
a major area of concern for the Federation. In
1901, Addams headed the Federation's Child
Labor Committee to work for the maintenance
and improvement of child labor laws.
1899: GFWC's Chicago Woman's Club
supported the juvenile court law, the first ever to
be passed in the United States. This law
became the model for all subsequent juvenile
court laws, many of which were passed at the
insistence of GFWC clubwomen. Julia Lathrop
(1858-1932) led this club effort and was
appointed by President William Howard Taft to
head the Children's Bureau in 1912.
1910s: GFWC supported legislation for the
eight-hour workday, workplace safety and
inspection, and workmen's compensation.
Members also supported prison reform
legislation.
1994: GFWC founder Jane Cunningham Croly
was inducted into the National Women's Hall of
Fame in Seneca Falls, New York.
Julia Lathrop (1858-1932) was the first person
appointed to head the federal Children's Bureau
which was created in 1912. President Taft
chose Lathrop because of her impressive
accomplishments in social work. She was also
a member of the Chicago Woman's Club and
assisted the club in their work for juvenile court
laws.

April is Federation Month, so it’s a good time
to look at our early history.
1868: GFWC's roots can be traced back to
1868 when Jane Cunningham Croly (18291901), a professional New York journalist who
wrote under the pen name of Jennie June,
attempted to attend a dinner at an all-male press

Signature Project DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION

Flight #1 – Saturday, April 8th
Flight #2 – Saturday, May 20th
Flight #3 – Saturday, September 23rd
Flight #4 – Saturday, October 28th
Please remember to Wear Red on Fridays to
support our troops and all veterans.

It's that time of year again. Registration is open
to help place flags at the 3rd Annual South
Florida National Cemetery Memorial Flag
Placement this May 28th. As in previous years
this is a ticketed event. (Tickets are of course
free along with admissions). You just need a
ticket to be able to receive flags to place. All
ages are welcome. You may register through
the website link below and click on the Volunteer
Form Tab.
Be sure to carefully read the
information needed so your registration will
process through.
Out of the 850 tickets
available for this year’s event only 220 remain
so please don't wait... Our club donated $25 to
purchase flags for this event.
http://www.flagsforfallenvets.com
USO: GFWC Partnership
Our club donated $35 to purchase phone cards
to be given to military personnel service
overseas to enable them to call home.

Linda Ferris and Deb Durand
Linda is shopping for items (mostly games and
toys) to complete the Birthday Bags, but plans
to deliver them to the children in the domestic
violence program after Deb returns from
vacation. We are aiming for the middle of April,
but Linda will contact Harmony House to see
what day they accept donations.
Maybe
clubwomen can join them in the delivery. This
project is one way our club can mark Child
Abuse Prevention Month.
Thanks to the
members who donated items. Not only were the
birthday plates, cups, and napkins so cute, but
the party favors were very creative. Along with a
game or toy and new book, the completed bags
will help make a child happy who is having a
birthday while in a shelter. This should make all
members smile.
Wear jeans for a great cause! In recognition of
Child Abuse Prevention Month, employees and
volunteers will wear jeans to raise money for
Families First of Palm Beach County, which
works daily to prevent child abuse.
Your
business,
homeowners
association,
all
organizations can donate $5 or more on April
21, Community Denim Day, in exchange for
wearing jeans that day. Or, you simply can
donate to the effort to increase child abuse
prevention efforts. For information, call 561-3184219 or SWhiteman@FamilesFirstPBC.org

LEADERSHIP - Cathy Hopkins and
Suzan Close
The GFWC Florida 122nd Annual Convention
will be held on April 21-23, 2017. It will be held
at the Rosen Plaza Hotel in Orlando. We have 5
members attending, Linda Ferris, Cathy
Hopkins, JeffAnne Pike, Mary Evelyn Mitchell &
Suzan Close. If anyone else wants to attend
you can go to the registration desk and pay to
register for the day you want to attend. The club
will pay you back for your registration cost. We
are looking forward to representing our club at
this year’s convention.

Leader of the Month is JeffAnne Pike for all her
hard work on the cookies for Police & Firemen.
Great Idea, JeffAnne and it was very much
appreciated by the Firemen and the Sheriff’s
Office.

District 10 News:
Five members supported the Palm Beach
Garden’s Woman’s Club 50th Anniversary
Fashion Show and Lunch.

The District 10 Meeting that was to be held on
Saturday April 8th in Delray Beach has been
cancelled due to low attendance.
The Boynton Woman’s Club will be hosting a
Mad Hatter’s Tea on Wednesday April, 12th at
2:00 p.m. Cost is $20 which will benefit the
restoration of their 1925 historic building.
Participants are encouraged to set up their own
tables with tablecloth, place settings, tea pot and
centerpiece (or you can be seated with others as
guests). Judges will award prizes for best
decorated table. For tickets or more information
contact Michele @ 314-306-4490 by April 5th.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
April 3rd-5th - Crestwood School Volunteer
April 7th – Ladies Day Out
April 8th – Honor Flight PBI
April 10th – Board meeting
April 12th – Fashion Show Committee meeting
April 13th – Craft meeting
April 16th - Happy Easter
April 18th - PB&J sandwiches
April 21st - 23rd- GFWC Annual Convention
April 24th - Business meeting
April 27th - International Dinner
April 28th - Earth Day @ Okeeheelee

GFWC Greater
West Palm Beach Women’s Club
PO Box 16311
West Palm Beach, FL 33416
For more information Contact:
JeffAnne Pike
561-329-1289
Like us on Facebook: GFWC Greater
West Palm Beach Women's Club

Newsletter Editor:
JeffAnne Pike
japFSU@aol.com
561-329-1289

